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2 the Hudson

Extra-musical objects needed:
• reel-to-reel tape recorder or other fine playback device
• recording of collage of city noises (sirens and traffic, plus an occasional other less relevant sound)
• two large tubs of warm water
• dry ice
• tear gas (diluted)
• two or more birds (faux or deceased, your choice) suspended from flies
• une jeune fille.
Performance notes:
At A, begin pre-recorded tape collage offstage.
At B, drop the dry ice with a soupçon of the lachrymatory agent into the tubs of water, one on either side of
the stage, and fan the ensuing fog towards the piano player.
At C, drop the birds (and other animalia, if desired) onto the stage. The pianist coughs as the clouds envelop
him.
At D, the pianist collapses onto the keyboard. A jeune fille enters the stage wearing one gas mask and carrying
another. She helps the pianist put it on, then she helps him off the stage. The tape collage ends soon thereafter.
With luck, the tear gas will soon dissipate and performance of the piano pieces can continue.
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Performance Notes
At A, a butterfly (fabric) suspended from a string or wire flutters over the stage.
At B, a jeune fille with a butterfly net skips onto the stage, chasing the butterfly.
At C, she catches it and knocks it to the floor.
At D, she steps on it.
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To Be Announced
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Performance notes:
At A, pianist stands up, faces audience, and recites an announcement. It may be pertinent to the piece or it
may be wholly incongruous. He then sits down and resumes playing.
At B, pianist again faces audience. But as he is commencing his second announcement, the jeune fille
reappears from back stage. She is wielding a pie, which she accurately flings onto the face of the pianist.
The piece – indeed, the entire suite of piano pieces – ends forthwith.
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